
Centre for Food Policy
noun. 1. The Centre for Food Policy at City, University of London  
researches how the food system works in practice, producing  
policy advice and consensus aimed at policymakers around the  
world. It is also home to the Food Research Collaboration.
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Data for 'living' review will be sourced from research 
partner organisations, ONS, complementary UKRI projects, 
and the wider community (inc. NGOs and consultancies 
(Yougov/McKinsey/Euromonitor, etc).

Scope of review includes: 
• Purchase, consumption, and waste • Food prices and 
economics • Farming, manufacturing, and production • 
Labour, imports and export • Attitudes (citizen, industry, 
government) • Anxieties and mental health linked to food 
• Food (in)security and nutrition • Shopping and cooking 
habits • Food safety and risk • Brexit

Outputs include:
• Publicly available “living” review document
• 9 Food systems level policy briefs
• 4 Deep dive meta-analysis reports
• 14 Webinars for dissemination (of briefs and deep dives) and 
relationship building
• 5+ Data sets for future research use (to be stored in the UK 
Data Service)
• 6+ Academic papers reporting results of the various methods, 
activities and surveys

Supporting policy, business & research
throughout the food system

Large scale analysis of COVID-19
responses, policy and media

Living review & policy support for UK 
Food System COVID-19 recovery
Food system policy makers from industry, government 

and beyond have expressed the urgent need to 
understand what policy decisions can be made in 

response to COVID-19 and the impact these will have 
on the di�erent dimensions of the food system.

Living review
Policy briefs
Webinars
Papers & data

Publicly available online data visualisation
Engaging policy makers, press & social media
Webinars with stakeholders
Academic papers and data sets

Ethical clearance
Deep dive into four COVID-19 food impact themes
UK and devolved administrations
Online, print and social media
Longitudinal monitoring and intervention
Benchmarking CS, replicating previous studies
Specialists, policy makers and journalists
Existing publications and datasets

Ethics
Meta-analysis
Policy analysis
Media analysis
Citizen science
Surveys
Interviews
‘Living’ review
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What was the problem?
Research funding applications provide the financial backbone 
for many organisations, with successful applications being 
vital to their success. During a Covid-19 recovery tracking bid, 
researchers wanted to condense enormous detail into a short 
space, to ensure that reviewers could quickly understand the 
entire proposal quickly and efficiently.

What was the solution?
We synthesised the entire research proposal process into a 
visually appealing graphical format to be displayed on a single 
page. Starting from a Excel Gantt chart and the 12 page draft 
proposal, we extracted the key stages, inputs and outputs, then 
developed a concise and curvaceous infographic which told the 
whole story. 

How we did it
Working closely with the client over a short development period, 
it was an iterative process, with regular reviews and feedback. 
Starting with four initial concepts, each one was developed and 
refined until an efficient and economic visual emerged. It quickly 
shows the key points of the proposal and also demonstrates 
the value which the research organisation puts on outward 
communication of their work.

Our impact
• Academic writing synthesised into graphic design
• Visual communication of detailed proposals
• Economic use of application document space

“It has to be said I think this may feature the best Gantt chart I’ve 
seen yet!” 

Dr Beth Clark, Research Associate and Public Engagement 
Officer, Newcastle University.

For further information contact gw@wrenand.co.uk or visit wrenand.co.uk
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